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Alien hopes nixed candidacy
spotlights lack of democracy

By CAMERON HAY
Staff writer

KYOTO — When long-term
resident David Kubiak’s ap-
plication to run in this year’s
mayoral elections here is re-
jected, it will underscore the
lack of political rights held by
foreign residents in Japan.

But behind Kubiak’s. cam-
paign lies a more fundamen-
tal goal — real political rights
for Japanese that he says
would help them transform
the country’s troubled politi-
cal system into a working de-
mocracy. )

Direct democracy will en-
able the Japanese people to
rein in the excesses of the
country’s government bu-
reaucracy and big business,
Kubiak said at a meeting of
minority groups in Osaka
Sunday.

“That corporate Japan is
allowed to destroy Japan’'s
own environment and culture
is terrible. But when it begins
destroying the global environ-
ment, then the lack of democ-
racy in Japan becomes a
world problem,” he said.

Kubiak, 47, a lecturer at
Ritsumeikan University who
has lived here for 14 years,
will launch his campaign for
the August election next Sun-
day. As a non-Japanese, he
cannot run or vote in munici-
pal elections.

Instead, Kubiak will use the
elections to press the munici-
pal assembly to adopt an ordi-
nance to enable citizens to
propose and enact ordmanccs
directly.

Currently, Kubiak said, the
municipal assembly does not
operate as a representative
democracy, because new
laws are developed by the bu-
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OSAKA — David Kubiak dlscusses his campangn with minori-
ty group representatives, including Ainu, Korean residents,
members of the former outcast class known as “buraku”
(hamlet) people and Okinawans, at a meeting here Sunday.

reaucracy, not the elected
representatives of the people.
“No member of the assem-
bly has proposed a bill on his
own initiative or in response
to a citizen’s suggestion here
for 36 years. It’s the same sto-
ry in other Japanese cities,
and the national Diet.”
Kubiak has assisted groups
like the Kyoto Buddhist Asso-
ciation in their fight to pre-
serve the city’s traditional
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beauty. He points to this issue

as an example of how the city

bureaucracy, in league with
big money interests, can ig-
nore popular opinion.

“Over 60 percent of Kyoto
residents oppose extending
building heights here to 60
meters, but still the new Kyo-
to Hotel is allowed to go
ahead. . ‘Environmental
groups here cannot even slow
the corporate rape of their

cultural mother, Kyoto, let
alone stop the destruction of
rain forests and ccosystems
far away.”

Under Kubiak's direct ini-
tiative scheme, modeled on -
systems used in six European
countries and 37 U.S. states,
any citizen could propose a
new ordinance, for example, -
limiting the height of all new
buildings to 45 meters.

If 6 percent of the electorate
sign a referendum supporting
it, the ordinance is put to the
people at the next election. If
supported by a simple majori-
ty, it automatically comes in-
to effect.

Currently, citizens must
collect 22,000 signatures for
the right to suggest a bill to
the city assembly, which can,
and usually does, ignore it.

Ironically, this is the only
mechanism now available to
Kubiak and his supporters for
introducing the direct initia-
tive system. To gather signa-
tures, Kubiak plans to tap into
existing citizens’ networks
and launch a multimedia
campaign.

Along with Kyoto’s first vol-
unteer multilingual communi-
ty radio station, the campaign
will launch a video magazine
and free computer bulletin
board.

The bilingual campaign is
directed in part overseas, {o
put people in other countries
in touch with grassroots opin-
ion here, which is unheard in
the international media.

“If people outside only
knew how many people here
really do care, they would not
only stop fecaring Japanese
people, many would extend
their hands in solidarity and
cooperation,” he said.




